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No. 1— The rock -out c are at Kaviyur 



The LUt of Antiquities of the Trarancorc State compiled in manuscript l»y 
tltolatc Mr. T. A. Gopinath* Kao has the following note against KnriyGr, n village 
4 inileo north-east of Tinxvalk, the head-cuarorn of the taluk of the same nnmc in 
tho Quilon Dr.. 

“Besides the Siva temple in the tillage, there is a rock-cut shrine dedicated 
to the same god in thU place. From the sculptures in it, it could be assigned to 
the 7th century A. D. It Ins no inscriptions however." 

This place nw tliereforc visited not only for ail inspection of this ancient 
rock -cut temple, an areiiiurtuni! feature not so common in the West Const, but 
also for the purpme < t chirking the inscriptions publish oJ on |«ges 28H and 281 » 
of Volume I of the Traraneor* An-htrobyi-al StTK*, with a view to fill in certain 
blank »pcu<« left untraDscriltfd in them. In the ra»e of die lnttcr, the in situ ex- 
amination Ins yielded good result* ami the texts of the inscriptions, a» inn? revised. 
I lave also Uvii’givcn below. 

Before proceeding to ile-cribo tlw cur® *t K.aviyQr, it will not be out of 
place hero to trace tin- genesis of snv architecture in South India and mako a 
com|mmtivc •tmly of thi* ret* with similar exosvation* lying scattered cl sow lien ■ 
in the Mudni» Prvshleney. 

It is a recognised fact ill the history >>f South Indian temple architecture 
that rock-cut temple* were an cisxdinukmg innovation introduced by the great 
Pallnvn king Mnli^nilmranpan l (600-U0),a pre-eminent figure among the early 
sovereigns of that dynasty and u cultured patron of letters and art, himself the 
author of n burlesque in Sanskrit, wlwou conversion by saint Appar (Tirunftvuk- 
knntivitr) from Jainism to the Sam to cult exhibited his fervour by excavating 
tempi. > in honor of the god <4 his new fnitli at several places within his dominion.' 
n't., Trkhinopoly. PalUvanun, Miiunipdar, diy.ui angulnm, Mahftmlravidi 1 and 
Du|;iv.mur. In one «ueh uufiuinlicd caw excavated perhaps under his personal 
super vision lit Mut}dag'.ip|aV-u iu tlw Clunglcput District, he Iih* boosted or hi' 
achievement in the following inscription:—- 

W^sfW* fimlftasib sjlwft®prfinaw*ij i* 

and has, here and elsewhere, complimented himself with the titles 1 Vichitraehitin' 
(the original-minded) and 'Chitraidrapvli' (chzityaidrapu/i ? the excavator of 
chatiyat or enve- temples), two binulas which he had deservedly earned on account 
of the new style of temple* which his geuuis was able to introduce in South 
India. The negations specified in the description of the cave at MandagnppaWu 
presuppose the existence, before the tine of this king, of temples which were usually 

t. Conp*ro: Srcw rtet^t (fcp. rmL voi IV, p. I») 
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constructed of brick, timber, meta! and mortar: and it is due to the impermanent 
nature of these building material* that uo such temples constructed prior to the 
seventh century are extant now in their entirety. The discovery of a detached 
pillar of the cave-pillar type set up in a maniapa in the Ek«inran*tha temple 
at Conjeevenun 1 and o attaining seven 1 indisputable titles of this Pnllavs king, 
goes also a long way to contirm the almve statement that earlier structural temples 
even in hi* own reign were of perishable material in which granite did not pre- 
ponderate and that the Magdagappivu cave temple wa> perhaps tlse first of its kind 
excavated by him in South India on tbe in >del, presumably, of the caves at Umjn- 
vnlli and ISe/.witda hi the north. 

The rock temple* excavated by thi* king present certain common features 
in plan and design which enable ua t«. tix tlK-ir mthorahip without gnat difficulty, 
and t Ivey have therefore been cfe-xfied by Dr. Dubreuil of Pondicherry under one 
group (tilled 'the Mnhtndru style'. Tla v haw an imornHimntuI fa<;adc which i« 
generally the eastern or western fure of the rock in which tlvoy are cut and, on 
plnn, show n small square chamber f.ir the kmtiou <1 the presiding deity and n 
ivcbingular hall in front, tne roof of winch i- supported by rock -cut pilkirti and 
nibi-ter- of a peculiiir ungainly ine ( ailed the ‘nivc-pdlar* . Thiac solid pillar* 
Itewn out of the rock consist of thrtx - -tinns, the top and linttnm portion* lieing 
in the form of cube* nliout -* in dimension .-ach »»dc. while their middle portion* 
are short -haft* with chamfered corner* and an octagonal section obtained by lie- 
veiling otr the angle* of the cubical |«orti«*i*: #. ». they are combination pilhir* of 
the brnhmttkanla and the eishynLanto varictw. The face* of the upiicr and 
lower ciiIks are Imre. but arc nho -ouicliiiiu* ornamented with medallions of 
ronvcntinunl lot'isc* reaeiuhliag those found oil the Kuddhi-i rail*. These pillar* 
IttVe no -eporate utpiul* and are sunuoiinU-l by simple brackets or corbel* 
whose end- w liieh are rounded upward-, an-uahur bare or sometimes decorated with 
horizontal row* of roll ornament. The nn-»irc and rutlicr ancouth proportion* of 
these pillar* suggest that they were tentative experimentation* in pillar-chiselling, 
while ihc pioneer architect- of the rock excavation* wen apprehensive a* to the 
proper pillar -trciigth Dcccseorr to Mimort the enormous load of *olid grnnite 
aliove: but with increased cxpcrencc and training the southern craftsmen evolve- 1 
in the "iicciedinjr style# of o»vc temple* pillars (probably after wooden 

models), which though they mused the antique architectural effect and stability of 
the cnrlicr type were decidedly of great.r rleg.in<e ai d cf better proportions. The 
rectniigulnr hall in front of the - ancillary sometimes rontnins one or more panel* 
of excellent sculpture representing s*»n*- puranic theme Saiva or \ aiihpavn with- 
out great distinction. The central shrine m the excavation- of MnhftidravanramVi 
time is :i square chamber with plain mideromred wall*, enshrining a cvlindricnl 
/irhia hewn out of the rock with a y.W-pdestal of the usual type. Two tivdra- 
!>a)as guard it* entrance, each one -tain ling in a niche on either side of the door- 
way and leaning on a sini ‘ter- looking bludgeon, hi* -till of office. Tha door of 
the linll of the cave i- raised a few feet above the uitured ground level and is 
reached by a lliglit of three or four rock-mt -teps. and tlie central shrine is again 
slightly more elevated rlurn this hall. In front, the two- feet -wide verandah is 
generally sheltered by a heavy projecting cornice also cut out of tbe rock cither 
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plain or decorated with the ‘dormer-window ornament.' This in short, is a 
typical excavation of the great MabCndravir man's time. 




n» i. 

1 hr KavivQr cave whose <tr plan is given above preents many point* 
ri similarity to the cnrly type of mrk-rnt tempi, « m*t now described. ' In com- 
mon tvitli the generality of Pul lav* exaitmtiom of Mahuidravnrimn's time, this 
r.iva lias the usual orientation of a Siva's shrine, its entrance hiring west, the 
direction of the setting *un : and the rave 1jis therefore been scooped out in the 
eastern of two massive boulders fronting Midi other and separated by a fissure 
nearly 15' wide, on the summit of a low hillock of a friable variety ni rock and 
debris, that raises its head above the surrounding coroanut plantations, half a mile 
to the north of the principal Sim temple of the village. The rock is of n coarse 
texture and the* rave and tin s-alptnni in it have therefore easily lent themselves 
to decay on .-u count of the di«int. grating action both of age and the weather. The 
wall surfaces ami other portions have nut been droned with precision and neatness 
,t» in the case of excavations in clcner-grained rock. 

The floor of the cave » a few feet a bow the uitnril ground level and is 
approached by a tlight of three cmle step* hollowed oat of the rock itself. In 
front is a narrow verandah wide unprotec-ud by the usual convex cornice 
moulding, ami two etoovo have therefore been ait at the ends of the top to 
receive a long wooden learn spinning the width of the cave, from which a tem- 
porary sunshade could be projected in timber or otier cheaper material. The 
cave is 19’ 8" broad and 8J' high. 

Two pillar' 8' S' in iieicht divide the breadth of the cave into three 
openings two of which are each 5' broad, while that on the proper right is 
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slightly. smaller, being only 4' .S’. The two pillar- are of the early PaUava can- 
type' but their bottom and top portion* do cot form perfect tubes, as tbe pillars 
slightly tajier upwards. Tbe top block ineuarm 1’ 7* by 2’ 2' and is l' I' in 
height, while the bottom portion is riighdy bigger in dimensions being 1' 10 " by 
2' 2" and 2 10" in height. Tbe ortagoual shaft is S' 3* high and its facet- vary 
from 7“ tofl' in width. Tin* simple corbel* which surmount th<*<- pillar- ore 2’ £' 
deep and their mils which are turned upwards an; decora ((' I with a slight variant 
of the usual roll ornament in horizontal rmv*. To ImLume tin 1 view of the facade 
there jit two pilasters at either extremity d the opening, the one on tlx.- proper 
•right being 8" in projection an* I the ocher nearly Hr. 

Tim central shrine is a -«juan a*ll measuring X' each *>id.» mid has a levt4 
ceiling whose height i* slightly U— (lean that .4 the other portioii* of the raw. 
This i:hamlK*r. is ahsolutrly ihw'oul of <inuiiM*jitation and enshrine* in its centre k 
C ylindrical rock-cut Hinlti win*** innle y*5m’-ped«»nd i- a -ejar.ite paa-e hli]ijHs| on 
to it through its socket. Tl»* door- jamb* nod -ill of the eiitnyire appear to luiw 
Itoeii ivpluvd at a later *late after the original j»*rtion* <>f tlit nick -cut entrance 
hud perl ci 1 1 * deteriorated. 

The rectangular hall in floor «/ tills -unlum imnuiw I'J’ 8" by .V and 
contains, mi. on cither -id.- of th <h»»r--»_», two imlm* 0 ' a" htuwl ami ti’ .‘l“ 
high mounted on 2 fc:t pul. .tab of U* 'urdiimry variety couni-tiug of tlmw 
ro.w- of j lain land ornament. Th- nklw-s are Hank.’d by pit- ter » each 1 1" brood 
and (!' :l high, which support at liter to|- .iouNs bradtrt- unmounted by a plain 
nrahiunyi condgumi. to the wiling, Thu n Hi. the left of tile entrance contains 
a lifo-sise figure <»f n ih-dra^Ua, who i* limb for huh u rap! ion of the duor-kcopir 
guarding die ontnunv ut thi- l«4t ill thr Mjlieielravurmnn caw at Tricbinopoly. 
Hi- liend i In-- i- till uii I n.tmul .m l from bein-ntli it hi- lork. fall iu picture*mi«- 
i nr)- mi lii* shoulder. Ho Iran- with an atfndn* ittitmle on a f-.riuiiluble club 
round which a oJiri Ita- eiitwin-l it-.-lf. He wear- no •fcjM/Ximto anil the orna- 
ment* that rnloni 'him are th - Innxni tlm Arm. <>Mn, the udamhanilh'i, the 

OahwHilaya, and tlm rtr«*9fr». Th.- com* ponding figure in the other pm, -I i- 
iHit a dunlimto of this door-keeper, as one would c\|*-ct to find, hut cui* n d iff mail 
| »oi»e. Ho lia- hi- lmn*l.« cn*»«i-d «ai hi- bnvt and stands with head slightly 
bunt- in n mpotlul attilmle of uCtmtini.. H. weira his hair in a tangled nun- 
knotted in the middle ( Jntamaiuta ) ami th ornaments that decorate his imrson 
are the same as tiiwc of his mmrailc on lib right. But though he docs not wield 
the club, the insignu of his railing a- gate-s,v|xT, lie has to be identified as such in 
a* ranch as these personages are alwty* reprejeuted in pairs in front of Siva and 
Vi.-Uuu temples, it i* a -point worth noting that both these chamberlains are tall, 
well-knit figures .with only two miucular luunl — an anatomical fesiture character- 
istic of early sculptures. 

The northern ami -nutls-ru wing, of thi* lull also contain respectively u 
well-executed image of GanAsa with four lands ami a standing life-size figure «»f » 
bearded man. It may be aoD*l that a -imilar rock-cut Siva temple at Ari^ipa^i 
in the MslOr taluk of the Madura District »l*o contain- an haage of Gapt&i ill one 
wing of the |>ordi in fruit of the •rarl/lt<Mrihn. As for the individual with the. 
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peaked b.-ard hia identity canoot well be established in the absence of any eluci- 
dative labels or inscriptions in the cave itself- He wean* bis hair in the top-knot 
fashion peculiar to the w«t coast and his pendulous cara which are much damaged, 
show indications of having once been decorated with ear ring.. He lias no ua- 
jhtyavita, but wear# only a lower cloth hanging up to his shim in the orthodox 
mode. His feel are broken oft at the instep on account of the decomposition of 
the coarse-grained rock. He keeps hu arms akimbo, and his left hand which 
rests on his hip, also holds n jug-like vessel with in oval body, a long stoppered 
neck and a short thick apout. The shape of this vcrm-1 u peculiar unlike that of 
its modern counter part, the <jinii, the popular utensil in every Malays! i house- 
hold and reminds one curiously of a (Jreck raae a Mughal luikks, with which 
specimen* however it could never have had an affinity whatsoever. A~ the image 
represented canuot be that of any divinity known to iconography, it may be pre- 
sumes! Clint it -tunda for a portrait-statue of |>erlidps llic author of the cure itself; 
but the quest ion n» to “bound “hut b<- was, whether he was a royal personage or 
u private ludiv idual. U u power for the solution of nliick, the cave tuniisltea no due 
except that from tiw general spocaraiice and style of the excavation, one may not 
be fur wrong in assigning it to the Hth century A. D. or thereabouts- 

In this connection, it is worthy of consideration that stun ■ epigraph* of 
Ch«n» kings urc not found to the south of Truvalb and tiut even the neighbour- 
ing temple* ut Pcruncyil an«l TiruttewfittlMin, which arc stnu tural monuments of 
the circular vftara type oeculnr to Malabar, contain mseripti m« of Hhlskuni-Hnvi- 
vnrtnan 1 of the end of the 10th century A. I)., white the Siva temple at KuviyQr* 
itself, another notable example of the •am* type, contain- two stone record* dated so 
early as Kali -1051 and 40i5f, i A D. It >0-M. The tave-tanplc can therefore 
Iw presumed to liave come into exi-tcn® during Chcra rule at some date prior to 
this Inter limit. Popular tradition, hen- as dw-wlierr. attributes its excavation to 
Hit|>crnutiinil agency and one such yarn, an obvious ropy of the myth cuirent at 
RamMvaram regarding an identical incident, actually derives the name of the 
village Kiiviydr from K» pi, the monkey -cud (Hauumlii), who is stated to have 
insullcd a liftga and cou-trucied h tempo here lor hi* master's worship. Instances 
of similar fanciful derivations of place- nature are not rare in the I'thala-J'U/'dtUU ; 
liul it is extremely doubtful if llama ever paid ■ visit to KavivQr in hU southern 
per igr million- Itnd re-piinitioned his aid-dc-camp to bring n I'Apa for hi* worship 
at that particular place. A rational explanation for the origin nod date of the 
cave will lie to suggest that it was excavated on the design of similar envoi exist- 
ing elsewhere in the Trichv, Madura and Tinncvelly Districts, with which models 
tho sculptor or the Kaviyftr cave may have been familiar. The Pallavn king 
Narnsimhuvnrman 1 (r.630-68) him*«lf cLuma to have vanquished the Kcra|»*, J and 
if this is not a mere brost, it will mean that this meeting may have served as an 
occasion for the knowledge of cave arch dec im> of the earlier Pallava style to filter 
into the Kfcmla country. It may also he noted thit the Narasimha cure- temple* at 

I. 7W ArtkL Strut, VsL II, pp. S3 49. 
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Annraalai in the Madura District came into existence in 770 A D. excavated as it 
was by n minister of the Piodya king, Jatih-Parmutka, and that the monolithic 
cave at K&makkal in the Salem District within the old Chera dominions and called 
the Adiyendra-ViahijURrihH in a Pallava-Grantha inscription, is believed to have been 
constructed by an early Adigaunio chief by about the end of the Hth century. 1 
Another rock-cut cave nearer home is the one at Tironandikkarai within the Slate, 
whose age has been tentatively fixed* as the latter half of the 8th century from the 
palaeogmphic&l indications of the early Va*,\eluttu record engraved on a pillar 
therein. From all these premise*, the KaviyQr cave can also & assigned to the 
second half of the 8th century f not t«rl>er, although a tendency to give it a 
slightly mrlier age is justifiable from its do*o mem bu nee to early Palls va work. 



No. 2— Revised Text of the Kavijrur Inscription of Kali 4032. 4 
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I. SUilnu Epifl fo, 19C«, 7* 

•f. Tw. irril. Strict, Vol. III. r- SOI- 

3. So. I of 1087 publbheJ ID tl>« Trmr. i.til Sirin. VoL I. p. 2W. 
i. .V Tti<! portico* xt'-i ia«*«*d coma** ut a g-»rei wpatsldy t*lo* tke <ir'giMi imeription and 
had b**n Uft out. Tiny ue om t«o’aUr«|< imettrd a (tow plane. 
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No. 3 — Revised Text of the Kariynr Inscription of Kali 4051 . 1 

1. vt fli*] *<S*4*i* i«_»S 

«*» ur uLt-rrs[r*]*<5 *£ifi&G*£ji C^®« 

9(3 ** ' W 9<3wi2,QfA p n *s»*tmQp* fiOULf 

-***y ilu**i** [*•] e-fl 0e£»»,^ £j©»'$|9 jy*# 

SawtPr^i iy^tirteefc f II* j 0^e*« <2 aw 

**/.»» strrtrirj GmAffca* Sm>«iii 0 in[ li*j 

2. -»<r Q«4 mw«« O W— 

*£$ «r>^« ~ ^fW*irm [«•] (iff a *•" tk*i 



No. 4 Copper plate record of a Ramnad Satupati Kollain 845. 

The subjoined Tamil record U engraved on both the ride* of a "ingle 
copper pint.- kept in the Palarr ChrDaavagtt at Trivandrum It maaiuru 
111 X 3' exclusive of an ornamental projection at the middle of tin* top of the plate, 
which i* 4" hroed end 2\V high ami through the centre of which ha* been bored 
the ring-hole of the plan-. The writing on the sheet ia in the Tamil alphabet of 
the latter half of the lKth icntnrr in which the rreerd ia al*o dated, except for 
one line of writing in Telugu in the middle of the tirat ride, the rim-manual of 
the Sfttupnti*, n L, jaOmra*** f Sti - /IdmanlAaapdm - Mh&yam ), 

Telugu having been firat introduced into official routine and in tlie sign-manual by 
' ijayarughunttha-Seuipiti ( 1647*72). 1 The inscription contain* both the Sabi 
date 1691 and it* Kollani c«|uival«-iit 13 which corresponded to the your VirOdhi, 
and tlw astronomical detail* furnished therein work out to A. D. 1769, Novr. 5. 

The nxord Ngatin tiie rale-deed given by Muttu Klmaliuga Vijayarighu- 
n&tha Sttupoti Knrtud.var t.» the TravniKoro king Sri I’admanabhadana Vafiohi 
|{|\L>rauiavarma-Kulu*£kharappcnim*) Mahirlj*. in re«|«e<t of tin* aide for 4000 
r ar&hatt of tho village of KikkQr. which wx« afterward* presentod hy the latter 
to the temple of Kinianatha«w*inni at RamMvsmm for conducting n "orvico 



l N«. * of to*: r*>btM»4 i> is- r * k v«i. L v m. 

2. OimoUiiv irc.iptUo ;n Um Sit, Mart* * rauawd at i-IU. Ju 0» *trm-na*tmpa *n<l 
-oct.it. ihu U>« pillar -nth* gift cf arwtei. Bhattaferi J YriHttnralU. Iii.ln M*U- 
• »l un character, as* rei+i a« t 
t 
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i. s'coiaail. V* VI, p*gi 46. 




